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LOB 12. 


Behold, he taketh away, who can hinder 
him ? Who will ſay unto him, What 
doeſt thou? | 


N the Context we have an eloquent De- 
ſcription, and affecting Acknowledgment of 
the Power and Wiſdom of God, in the 
Works of Nature, and ache 9 of Divine 
Providence. We may ſee enough in both to 
fill us with the higheſt Admiration, and to con- 
vince us, that his Counſels tranſcend our Under- 
ſtanding. But how little a Portion is heard of 
him! Which doth great things paſt finding out, yea, Ver. 100 
and wonders without Number. The Operations 
of ſecond Cauſes fall under our Obſervation, but 
the Direction of them by the ſupreme Agent is 
to us inviſible. Lo he goeth by me, and I ſee him ver. 11. 
not; he paſſeth on alſ % but I perceive him not. 1 
; 2 AC 
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the Hand of the Clock is plam to our View, 
while the Springs of Motion are hid and concea- 
led. And as God's Ways are paſt our finding 
out; ſo they are neither to be oppoſed, nor 
diſputed by us. For, as in the Words of my 
Text, Behold, he taketh away, who can hinder him? 
Who will ſay unto him, What doeſt thou? Some read 

the Words; I he take one out of the World, who 
can hinder him ? who can turn him away ; or make 
him reſtore, what he hath taken from them ? 

ho will diſpute the Reaſon, or ask him, Why 
he hath done thus ? | 
The Doctrine which lies plain in the Words, 
and ſuits the preſent mournfub Occaſion, is 
this : | 


What ever be the Enjoyment, or Comfort that 
God takes from us; he is neither to be oppoſed, 
nor queſtioned by us, 


Job 10. 2. When Fob reſolved to ſay unto God, Do not 
condemn me; ſhew me. wherefore thou contendeſt 
with me; it was to free himſelf from the Charge 
of Hypocriſy, which others had fixed upon him, 
and to ſatisfy his Conſcience ; not to gratify his 
Curioſity, or to diſpute with God the Equity 
of his Counſels. And the Words of Elihu ex- 


preſs a Temper of Mind always very ſuitable 


Chap. 34. under ſuch Circumſtances : Surely it is meet to 
31, 32+ be ſaid unto God : That which I ſee not, teach thou 
me; if I have done Iniquity, I will do fo no more. 

God is to be own'd as the Benefactor, by what 

ever Means our Mercies are conveyed to us ; and 

what way ſoever they are taken from us, his 

Hand is to be acknowledged; but his Power 

muſt not be oppoſed, nor his Goodneſs im- 
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affecked with this evil Diſeaſe, 


the Child is fond of the Breaſt, there is uſu- 
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Firſt, To ſhew what thoſe things are, in the 1 
Removal of any Enjoyment or Comfort, which 7 
are moſt apt to diſquiet and afflict the Mind : 
Behold he taketh away. | | ; | 
The Reaſon why I begin with this is, becauſe | it 

Bildad had charged Fob with imputing Injuſtice 1 
to God. How long, ſays he, wilt thou ſpeak theſe Chap. 8. 1 
things? Doth God pervert Judgment? Or doth the 2, z. , 
Almiphty pervert Juſtice ? Now we are apt to be % 


1. When that is taken away, which was much 
beloved by us. According to the Share that 
any Object hath in our Affection, ſuch is our 
Pain and Uneaſineſs in parting with it. When 


ally much crying and Lamentation upon its Re- 

moval from it. We are not much moved, when 

deprived of that, which was little valued while 

enjoyed; but when Joſeph is not, and Simeon is 

not, and we apprehend that Benjamin is to go 

after them, tis difficult to bear up under ſuch 

Trials. This was ſo hard a Saying, that the old 

Patriarch, tho' an experienc'd Scholar in the 

School of Affliction, could not receive it, without 

entering his Remonſtrance: Al theſe things are a. Gen. 42. 

Fial, me. And tho? David, as to his Crown and 36. 
ingdom, was like a weaned Child, indifferent, 

as it were, whether he ſway'd the Sceptre, or the 

Shepherd's Crook; yet when the Tydings of 

Abſalom's Death were brought him, the Strength 

of his Love to him, notwithſtanding he was a 

rebellious Son, raiſed ſuch a Tranſport of Paſ- 

ſion, as to make him ſpeak unadviſedly: O = 1 alt} 
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Gen. 8. 
29. 


Job 42. 


£2, 


Sen Abſalom ! my Son, my Son Abſalom, would 


20 God Thad died for thee! O Abſalom! my Son, 


my Son! ow” 

2. We are veryapt to repine at the Loſs of 
that, in which we had great Confidence, and 
raiſed ExpeCtations. When we have ſaid of that 
which is taken away, as he did of his Son, This 
fame ſhall comfort us concerning our Work, and Toil 
of our Hands. Or when we have looked on it as 
our Iſaac, of whom God had faid, in Iſaac ſhall 
thy Seed be called, and yet commanded to N 
for a burnt Offering: then the Heart is apt to 
be over-whelmed, lt requires a ſtrong Faith to 
keep from fainting at ſuch a ſeaſon. That 
which is of little uſe, may be eaſily parted 


with; but when ſuch are taken away, as have 
been to us, like the Guide to the benighted Tra- 


veller in the Deſert ; or the faithful Coun- 
ſellor to the diſtreſſed Client ; thoſe who had 
the ſame common Joys and Sorrows with our 
ſelves ; who were the Light of our Eyes, the 


Staff of our Lives, the Hopes of our Families; 


and eſpecially when ſerviceable in that Work 

which is of everlaſting Conſequence to others; 

the removal of theſe is apt to ſink our Hearts. 
3. It adds greatly to our Affliction, when 


that is taken away, whoſe Room or Place can 


never be ſupplied to us. Tho' we be robbed 
and ſpoiled of all the ordinary Gifts of Provi- 
dence, yet we may be recruited. Job was ſtript 
bare of every Thing, as in the Day he was born; 
and his hope of Reſtoration was as low as his 
Condition; yet the Lord bleſſed the latter end of Job, 
more than his beginning: but when our Loſs is 
irrecoverable, our Root withered, we are then 
apt to cry in our Complaint, ) Wound is in- 

cura- 
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curable ; my Pain is perpetual, my Coal is quenched, 
4. But what occaſions the higheſt Aggravati- 

on to our Sorrow is, when there- appears much 
Wrath and Diſpleaſure in the way we are afflict- 
ed. It may contribute very much to our ſupport, 
when nothing diſcovers it ſelf in the Afflicti- 
on but what is common to Men; but when God 
comes againſt us with numerous, and various, 
and unuſual Providences, this prefſeth us down. 
The Word here uſed for taking away, ſignifies 
to do it with Violence; as Fob deſcribes his own 
Affliction, He teareth me in his Wrath, He ſob 16. 9, 
breaketh me with breach upon breach. And the 14. 
Pſalmiſt, All thy Waves and Billows are gone Plal. 42.7. 
over me. Here's not plurality with Succeſſion, 

but Connexion; not like the Waters in a com- 

mon Channel which leſſen by running, but like 

the meeting of two Streams which ſwell the 

Flood. Under ſuch Trials we are ready to 
complain with Fob : He will not ſuffer me to Chap. 9. 
take my Breath, but filleth me with bitterneſs, In 18. 

a Word, when God comes not like a Father to 

correct us, but an Executioner to cut us off; when 

he ſeems to bring the Scorpion, not the Whip ;; 

to uſe the Ax to hew us down, and not the 
pruning Knife to promote our Fruitfulneſs ; when 

ſuch hightening Circumſtances attend the re- 

moval of any Enjoyment, we are very apt to | 
grow diſtempered in our Spirits, Therefore, I 4 
mall endeavour to ſhew, | g 
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Secondly, What is forbidden in the Interroga- 
tion of our Text: Who can hinder him? Who 
will ſay to him, What doeſt thou? Sometimes a 
Queſtion 1s for Information, or to expreſs our 
wonder, How ſhall this be? At other Times it Luke 1. 
* | im- 34. 
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Job zz. 2. implies a Negation, nn a Man be profitable fo 
25. 4. God? How can Man be juſtifyed with God? And 
in this Senſe tis to be underſtood here. For, 
as Man hath no Merit to recommend him to 
God's Favour, ſo he hath no Strength to graple 
with his Power. What we are taught by theſe 
Queſtions, may be comprehended in the fol- 
lowing Particulars. „„ 
1. To be ſenſible of the Loſs we ſuſtain, in 
what is taken from us, is not forbidden. When 
Fob, had heard his Loſſes, until he had no more 
Chap. 1. to loſe, he rent his Mantle, ſhaved his Head, 
20, 22. and fell down upon the Ground; yet in all this Job 
fenned not. To be unconcerned for the Death- of 
near and dear Relations is ſtupidity, not ſubmiſ- 
ſion. Such are not capable of being Friends, 
nor do they deſerve any. To pretend we are 
not diſquieted when our moſt valuable Friends 
are taken away, or that we find no uneaſineſs 
in our - Breaſts, from the freſheſt Reviews of 
thoſe pleaſant Moments which were ſweetened 
by converſing with them, is vain boaſting ; and 
if any arrive at ſuch inſenfibility, it ſhows 
they are void both of Religion and Humanity. 
Such calmneſs is a Curſe, and diſcovers the Per- 
| ſon under the ſad ſymptoms of judicial hard- 
Jer. 5. 3. neſs, Thou haſt ſtriten them but they have not 
 grieved. This would be to forget the Exhortati- 
Heb. 12.5. on which ſpeaketh unto us as Children, My Son 


deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening of the Lord don't 


diſregard the Operations of his Hand. | 
2. Whatever we feel, we muſt not faint, or be 
diſpirited. As we muſt not be like the Corner- 
ſtone, that bears all, but feels nothing; ſo we 
muſt not be like rhe filly Dove without Heart. 
As we ought not to deſpiſe Chaſtiſement, fo = 
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ther ſhould we faint when rebuked. It was an 
unjuſt Charge which Eliphaz brought againſt 


et, 
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Joh : Thy Words have upholden him that was falling, Job 4. 3. 


and thou haſt ſtrengthened the feeble Knees : But 
now it is come upon thee, and thou fainteſt, it touch. 
eth thee, and thou art troubled : Thou art as a Man 
aſtoniſhed and amazed, that knows not what he 
ſays. When we look on our Loſs as irreparable 
our Grief becomes unſupportable to us, an 
overwhelms the Soul. The Mind is not eaſily - 
diverted from that which doth ſenſibly afflict it 
and the Streams of our Muſing will run to the 
mournful Object. And therefore they ſaid of 
Mary, when ſhe went out, She goeth unto the John rx, 
Grave to weep there. Such live to feel, and feed 31. 
their own Grief; like ſome Stomachs, which by 
reaſon of a vicious Humour, turn what is re- 
ceiv'd for Nouriſhment to promote their Diſeaſe. 
We muſt not therefore be like Rachel, weep- 
ing for her Children, and refuſing to be com- 
forted. Are the Conſolations of God ſmall with ſobrg.1e; 
thee? Can't his Balm heal thy Wounds? Are 
not his Treaſures ſufficient to ſupply thy Wants? 
nor his Comforts to delight thy Soul? Tho? we 
are afflicted therefore, and the Hand of God 
lieth heavy upon us, yet we muſt not faint, or 
WET as if there was no help for us in 
im. 4; ba | 
3. We are not todeny, or queſtion the Safe- 
ty of our State, as if rejected of God, from 
the greatneſs of what we ſuffer. There is no- 
thing more readily granted by all Chriſtians than 
this, That no Man knoweth either Love or Hatred x. 9. 13 
by all that is before them. The World is a com- 
mon Inn, where all Things come alike to all 
Men, A Man cannot __ he is a Favou- 
| | rice 
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rite oF Heaven, becauſe he hath always lived in 
à proſperous Condition, or the Smiles of Pro- 
vidence have attended him; nor muſt we con- 
clude we are rejected of God, or in a Stare of 
bon args. becauſe we have ſeen Afflicti- 
on by the Rod of his Anger, above other 
Men. Yet when we ſee all Things going againſt 
us in the Courſe of Providence, we are ready 
Judg. C. to fay, as that mighty Man of Valour did, i; 
13. the Lord be with us, why is all this befallen us ? We 
cannot. believe he hears our Prayers, when he 
Job g. 16, multiplies our Troubles, If Thad called, fays Job, 
17. and he had anſwered me, yet would I not believe be 
had hearkened to my Voice ; for he breaketh me with 
a Tempeſt, and multiplieth my Wounds. But fince 
there is no reaſon for this Temper of Mind, 
let us not conclude we have no ſhare in God's 
Affection, whatever bitter Things he writes a- 
gainſt us in his affictive Diſpenſations; nor diſ- 
| inherit our ſelves as Heirs of the Promiſes, be- 
| caauſe we cannot read, or underſtand the dark 
| Charatters of his Providence. 
4. We muſt not 'contend or Ah with 
| God, by ſecret Murmurings or Refentments, at 
any 'of his Diſpenſations he is pleas'd to try 
us with. Few will dare directly to ſpeak againſt 
God, or contend with the Almighty ; yet even 
holy David, when under great Affliction, ſaid, 
Pſal. 116. in his amazement, or conſternation, All Men 
13. are Lyars; not only Saul and his Courtiers, but 
| even Samuel, who had, in the Name of the 
Lord, promiſed him the Kingdom. Moreover, 
4 the Heart is often heated within, when there 
| is nothing expreſs'd outwardly, Swarms of d1{- 
quieting and tormenting Thoughts are apt to 
raiſd an inteſtine War _ Confuſion in 8 
5 Om. 
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ſom. Why art thou caſt down, O my Soul, and why Plal. 42. 5. 
art thou diſquieted in me? Why art thou like an 
Army put into Confuſion, every Thought a- 
gainſt its Fellow, as in the Day of Midian? Or 
like a troubled Sea, caſting forth its Mire and 
Dirt, and fretting againſt the Lord? Nay, 
and we find, that a good Prophet, when in the jonahg. 7. 
height of Diſtreſs, could be angry and diſ- 
quieted with God himſelf. And even Job, o- 


therwiſe ſo celebrated for his Patience, ventu- 
red to ſay in the bitterneſs of his Soul, He ob g. 17. 


multiplieth my Wounds without Cauſe. We cannot 
without violence to the plain Senſe of the Words, 
but own that his Anguiſh within made him ſpeak 
unadviſedly with his Lips, in charging God's 
Juſtice, as if he laid on him more than was meet, 
Since the beſt of Men therefore have been li- 
able to this failing, we ought to have the great- 
er guard upon our ſelves from their Examples, 
For the Life and Strength of Reſignation con- 
ſiſts in keeping the Affections in a compoſed 
Temper, or ſpiritual Calm, whatever be the 
Rod of Diſcipline that lies upon us; ſo as nei- 


ther to be ſtormy nor ſtupid but ſenſible, it is of 


the Lord's Mercy we are not. conſumed ; and to 
own with holy Ezra, That our God hath puniſh- Ezrag.13! 
ed us leſs than our Iniquities deſerve. 

5. We ought to adhere to God in a way of 


Duty, whatever Diſtreſs we are under, by rea- 


ſon of what he hath taken from us. It was a 
raſh Cenſure that Eliphaz. paſt on Fob: Thou caſt- Job 15. 4. 


bs off Fear, and reſtraineſt Prayer, Yet ſharp and 


rpriſing Strokes of Providence are apt to affect 
the Heart with ſuch Heavineſs, as diſables us 
with freedom to wait on God, and keep his 


Ways. When Chriſt had told his Diſciples _ 
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bis approaching Sufferings, it ſo filled their 
Hearts with Sorrow, that they could neither 
watch nor pray when the Hour was come. The 
Heart under Affliction is like a broken, or dis- 
jointed Limb, not only uſeleſs, but painful. We 
need renewed aſſiſtance by the Spirit of Grace, 
to raiſe, our Spirits to God in the Duties of our 


general and particular Calling, when he is 


taking our moſt valuable Comforts from us, 
And happy is it for us, when with Fob, in the 


Job 13.15 Triumphs of Faith, we can ſay, Though he ſlay me, 
F yet will I truſt in him: Yea, though I go forward 


but he is not there, and backward, but I cannot 


Chap. 23. perceive him: He knoweth the way that I tale: my 
8, c. Foot hath held his Steps, his Way have I kept, and not 


declined: Or if we can come to this Reſolution 


Chap. 14, with him, All the Days of my appointed Time will I 


14. 


wait till my Change come : With quiet Submiſſion 
and patient Expettation I will purſue my Duty 
toward him, though he breaketh me with Breach 
upon Breach, and runneth upon me like a Giant, 
This is what is moſt remote from charging God 
fooliſhly, or ſaying to him, What doſt thou ? 


_ Thirdly, 1 ſhall offer ſome Reaſons why we 


ought not to oppoſe or diſpute with God, what- 
ever be the Comforts he hath taken from us. 


1, Becauſe he is the ſupreme Proprietor of 


us and ours. What we are he made us, and 


all we have are his Benefits. What haſt thou, that 
thou didft not receive? He made us a little lower 
than the Angels, and when we had brought 
our ſelves almoſt to a Level with Devils, he 


reſtored us by the precious Blood of Chriſt ;, fo 


that we are more his, than our own. His Right 


is original, and unalienable; and as all the Pro- 


priety 
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priety we have in Children, Relations, and 
moſt uſeful Miniſters, or others, is derived from 
his Favour; ſo how long we ſhall enjoy them, 
depends upon his Pleaſure. We have the Uſe, 
but the Right is his. And may he not recall his 
own when he pleaſeth? There is one Gift of 
God which ſhall never be revoked, and that is 
Chriſt, with all his Fulneſs of ſpiritual Bleſ- 
ſedneſs; but for all outward Comforts, 
they are but lent us. Now if he is ſupreme, as 
there is unqueſtionably due a free, full, and 
conſtant Obedience to all his Precepts; ſo 
a hearty Reſignation to the Appointments of his 
Providence. What he gives ſhould raiſe affecti- 
onate Thankfulneſs, and when he takes away, 
he can do us no wrong, becauſe he demands 
but his own; and therefore we ought not to 
accuſe God, or diſpute with him, While Fob re- 
garded God's Sovereignty in what he gave, and * 
took from him, he poſſeſt his Soul in Patience. Job 1. 2. 
And when aged Eli heard the terrible Meſ- 
ſage concerning his Family, this ſtopt all im- 
patient Murmuring: It « the Lord. And the 
ſame Conſideration kept holy David, vhen 1g. 
under the Chaſtiſement of Providence, from 
all Complaints againſt God, I was dumb, pc 
ſays he, I open d not my Mouth, becauſe thou , * 
didſt it. f 

| 4 We ought chearfully to acquieſce in all 

God's Dealings with us, becauſe to complain of 

God, or reproach his Providence, is dangerous 

Folly, Can the Mountains of Braſs be remo- F 
ved? No more can his Purpoſes be alter d. How j© © 
great Folly it is then for us to oppoſe them? He job zz. 
is in one Mind, and who can turn him? What his 

Soul deſireth, even that he doth. Thoſe who fall 


down 
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down at his Feet, or humble themſelves before 
him, he will lay in his Boſom. Relenting Ephra- 
im was a dear Son; but with the froward, ſays 
David, thou wilt ſhew thy ſelf fremard, What 


can the ſwelling Waves gain by daſhing againſt 


the Rock, but Deſtruction? or what can proud 
Duſt and Aſhes expect by flying in the Face of 
that God, who will overcome when he judg- 
eth? When there is Wrath, beware leſt he take thee 


away with his Stroke, Great Guilt hath been con- 


tracted by queſtioning of God, Moſes and 


Aaron, for not ſuitably complying with his Com- 


miſſion, were excluded the Earthly Canaan. Why 
then ſhould we ſtrive againſt bim? for be giveth not 
Account of any of his Natters. As we cannot 
be a Match for his Power, ſo we cannot pene- 
trate into the Reaſons of his Counſels; nor muſt 


we make our own Ignorance an Objettion, to cavil 


againft his Providence, For his Way is in the 
Sea, and his Path in the Deep, and his Foot- 
ſteps are not known, nor will he bear to be ar- 


Ia. 45. 9. raigned at the Bar of his Creatures. Wo to him 


that ſtriveth with his Maler. 

3. God never takes away any Comfort, but 
with the higheſt Reaſon, and trueſt Affection to 
his own Children. When Clouds and Darkneſs 
are round about him, or the Ways of his Provi- 
dence to us are like the involved and croſs Cir- 


cles in a Sphere; yet Juſtice and Judement are 


the Habitation of his Throne; and when we can 


fe nothing but Wrath and Indignation, ¶Merey 


and Truth go before his Face. This ſhould fil ence, 
yea, ſatisfy us, whatever we ſuffer from him; 


Deut. 12, that he 1s the Rock, his Work is perfect, and all his 
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Ways are Judgment. For an ignorant Paſſenger 
to think the Gardener, when cutting and pru- 
| ning 
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ning his Vine, is deſtroying it, tis no wonder; 

ſo for ſtupid Sinners to eſteem a Perſon hated of 

God, or to judge as the Barbarians did of the Ads 28. 
Apoſtle, when the Viper fixed on his Hand, 4 | 
becauſe - ſharp and heavy Croſſes are upon them 

tis not to be admir'd at: but for an experienced 
Patriarch to conclude all was againſt him in the 
Courſeof Providence, when in that way God 

was bringing about his Promiſe to Abraham; 

this, I ſay, is to be lamented, and yet tis too 
common with God's own Covenant People. 
Tho' the Herb, or Weed, as it grows in the 
Ground, be of a poiſonous Nature; yet by the 

Skill of the Artiſt, it may be ſo mixed and ma- 

naged, as to prove an excellent Medicine. We Rom. 8. 
knowthat all things work together for good to them 28. 
that love God. If they are taken apart, or in | | 
themſelves, they may be againſt us; but in | 
their Connexion, and with God's working in and | 
by them, they ſhall be for the Advantage of all | 
that love him. His Affection for them, his 

Covenant with them, and the Experience of all 2 ; 

his Children confirms this. If all he lays upon | 
us be as a Father, we are by that aſſured, it = 
can never bg deſigned for our Ruin, but Reco- | 
very; it ſhall never be to Exceſs, but in Mea- | 
ſure; and that the Fruit of all is to deſtroy Sin, Heb. 12. ö 
and make the Soul meet for the promiſed King- 9, 10, 11. | 
dom. Surely then this demands intire Submiſ- f 
ſion to all the Meaſures of Divine Providence; 
for though what God deſigns we know not now, 
yet we ſhall know hereafter, that all was with 
the higheſt Reaſon and trueſt Love to his Chil- 
dren. ; STA 

4. To ftrivewith God, or diſpute his Provi- 
dence, opens a Door to much Sin; whereas to 
4 ſubmit, 


„„ K an” Ä ¾—d ̃]— QE . U ] 5 Y _-- 


2 re „K 


t 
4 
e 
1 
0 
, 
3 
2 
r 
; 


— 


A Funeral Sermon on 


ſubmit, and reſign to his Will, is our higheſt 
Perfection. When the Heart is faint or fret- 


ting, we are not only liſtleſs for Service, like a 
* disjointed Member in the Body, but it clouds all 


Pal. 77. 
7. 


our former Experience. And as Patience by Ex- 
perience begets Hope, ſo Diſcontent begets De- 
pair, and reflects on God great Diſhonour. Will 
the Lord caſt off for ever? and will he be gracious 
20 more ? Is his e Mercy clean gone, and doth his 
Promiſe fail for ever more, Theſe are the diſ- 
ingenuous Reaſonings of a diſquieted and over- 
whelmed Spirit. This is the Infirmity of the 
Saints ſometimes in the Darkneſs of their Suf- 
ferings. But to what a height of Perfection have 


thoſe attained, where a calm and entire Submiſ- 


Jam. < 4. 


ſion is maintained in the Furnace of Affliction? 
Let Patience have her perfect Work; that ye may be 
erfelt and entire, lacking nothing. Some have 


queried, Whether the Strength of Grace is more 


ſeen in reſiſting Temptations to Sin, when at- 


| tended with all the Allurements and Attractives 


of a carnal Appetite ; or in patiently bearing 
the ſharpeſt Sufferings? As, whether Joſeph, in 
maintaining his Chaſtity, when tempted to A- 
dultery, and that by a Superiour , and when 


Secrecy, Youth, and repeated Solicitations, all 
combin'd together, to enforce the Temptation; 


or Job, who, when ſtript of every thing, caſt 
from the higheſt Honour to the Dunghill, his 
Body overſpread with Diſeaſes, thoſe who ſhould 


Have been his Comforters becoming his Accu- 
ſers, and the Wife of his Boſom preſſing him 
to Rebellion againſt Heaven, yet in all this 


poſſeſſed his Soul in Patience: whether, I ſay, 


of theſe two, gave the higher Demonſtration of 
Integrity, and a divine Temper of Mind ? N 
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ferer was the more valiant Souldier, and brigh- 
ter Conqueror. Our bleſſed Redeemer brought 
more Glory to God in the Agonies of his Paſ- 
ſion, than by all the Miracles and Miniſtry of 
his Life. In his dying he conquer'd Principali- 
ties and Powers, there he diſarm'd Death of its 
Sting, deſtroy'd him who had the Power of it, 
and reſcu'd us from the Power of the Grave, It 
was then he finiſhed Sin, made an end of Tranſ- 
greſſion, and brought in an everlaſting Righ- 
teouſneſs, every way commenſurate to the Law, 
and ſatisfactory to divine Juſtice. Nor are the 
Saints ever more to the Praiſe of his Grace, than 
when they glorify him under the ſevereſt Tri- 
als, by a patient and ſilent Submiſſion to his 
Will in what they ſuffer. We are therefore ob. 
liged both by Duty and Intereſt not to repine, 


or be diſcontented at God's Proceedings, what 


ever Enjoyment he takes from us. 


The Fourth and laſt thing is the Uſe or Ap- 
plication. And what Uſe ſo proper, as to of- 
fer ſome Counſel and Directions, how to bear 
ſuch a Providence, as was the mournful Occa- 
ſion of this Diſcourſe ? But that ſuch Directions 
may appear the more neceſſary, I ſhall endea- 
vour to give ſome brief Account of that ex- 
cellent Perſon, whoſe Death we ſo juſtly la- 
ment. When an old harden'd Sinner is remo- 


ved, the Earth may be glad, becauſe it is eaſed | 


of a Burthen under which it groaned. And 


when an aged Saint is by Death tranſlated, there 


is Matter of Thankfulneſs, that after being 
crowned with gray Hairs in the Way of Righ- 


teouſneſs, and by Divine Grace inabled to fight 
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I think it may be granted, that the patient Suf- 
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Jer. 9. To 


the good Fight, to keep the Faith, and conti- 
nue faithful unto Death, he is at length gone to 
receive the Crown of Righteouſneſs. - But when 
2 young Saint is taken from us, before he is ar- 
rived at the Noon of Life, one who might have 
been an Inſtrument of much Glory to God for 


many Years, this calls for Sighs and Tears. 


And more eſpecially, when a Miniſter of God's 
Word, one eminently qualified for publick Ser- 
vice, and every way prepared for the e Maſter's 
Uſe, is ſuddenly ſnateh'd away in the Bloom of 
Youth ; fuch a Loſs, I fay, if we either love 
our Redeemer, our ſelves, or the Souls of o- 
thers, can't but affect us with the moſt acute 
Sorrow, and makes the Prophet's Wiſh war- 
rantable, Oh that my Head were Waters, and 
mine Eyes a Fountain of Tears. 

am not afraid of exceeding, in what I ſhall 
fay of our deceaſed Friend; but may rather be 
apprehenſive, leaſt what time allows me to 
ſpeak, ſhould be thought too little, by thoſe 
who were beſt acquainted with his Worth. Nor 


can I be charged with ſpeaking only by Hear- 


fay, becauſe I have known and obſerved him 
from a Child. 5 
The firſt thing obſervable in him, was his ear- 


ly Piety, which laid the Foundation of future 


Hopes. Grace and Nature ſeem'd to have be- 
gun in him together. Tho' he was left a fa- 
therleſs Orphan, when but a Vear old, yet the 
Father of Mercy was pleaſed to comfort the 
diſconſolate Mother, in appearing by his Grace 
in him betimes. He remembred his Creator in 
the Morning of his Life, even before he arrived 
at thoſe: Years, which are called he Days of 
Youth, From a Child he delighted in — 
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and enquiring the Meaning of what he read, 
in the Word of God. His Love to ſecret Pray- 
er was very remarkable, and uſually after he 
had been hearing God's Word preached, he 
would retire and Pray over it. When being a- 
bout Ten Vears old, he had heard of ſome Con- 
tentions among ſome good Men, going into his 
Cloſet, his obſerving Mother heard him bewail- 
ing thoſe Diviſions in theſe Words; Lord, if 
there be ſo much filth in the Gold, what is there in 
the Droſs ? So early did the Divine Spirit of Love 
and Meekneſs breath in his Soul, which ap- 
peared in every part of his Life, and Practice 
afterwards. 1: 

His Inclination for Learning was ſtrong 
and his Induſtry great, joined with an equal 
Capacity to receive what was taught him 
but above all, his love to Religion, and the 
Profeſſors of it, grew and encreaſed. Nor 
could offered Advantages draw him to ſeek his 
Education, where he muſt have been obliged to 
forſake thoſe, among whom he had experienced 
ſo much of God, When he heard his Mother 
much urged to ſend him to Oxford, with the 
Offer of a conſiderable Exhibition, and Prefer- 
ment afterwards, as he ſhould become capable 


of it; he made this Remark upon what was 


offered, that, The Gentleman ſhould have firſt pro- 
ved that Communion, to which he wou'd have per- 
ſuaded him, was the pureſt Church, and not have 
inſiſted only on its Preferments, as the Reaſon for 
being of it, . 


He counted the Coſt of adhering to thoſe of 


the ſame Principles, in which he was educated, 
betimes, and as he came of Age, he _—_ 
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- himſelf in Fellowſhip with them; where his 


humble, and peaceable Behaviour, for near Ten 
Years paſt, hath been to the Praife of that 


Grace which is now perfected in Glory. He 


was ripe for Heaven at the Age of Thirty 


Two Years; when, Alas! it is like to be a late 
_ Harveft with many of us, who are much his Se- 
niors in Age. 29 


His Attainments in Learning were not only 
equal, but even ſuperiour to the Expettations, 
which his early Diſpoſition for it, and conſtant 
Application, had juſtly raiſed. And as a tho- 


Tough Acquaintance with the Holy Scripture 1s 


of the higheſt Importance, and greateſt Advan- 


tage, eſpecially to a Miniſter, whoſe Province 
It is to deliver the Mind 'of God contained in 


them to others; he took care to render them 
very familiar to him in the Original Languages, 
wherein they were firſt Written. And that he 
might omit nothing, which might contribute to 


a further Knowledge of the Divine Oracles, 


by the force of an extraordinary Genius, and 


w * i 


indefatigable Induſtry, he acquired ſuch an ac- 


curate skill in all the Oriental Tongues, and 


that before he was Twenty Years of Age, as 
made him very much admired by the moſt ca- 
pable Judges, who were themſelves beſt ac- 
quainted with them. With the ſame View, he 


join'd to all theſe the Knowledge of the more 
valuable modern Languages, together with ſuch 
other Parts of polite Literature, as might render 
him more uſeful and acceptable in his Station. 
And indeed to whatever Part of Learning he 
turned his Studies, that may be ſaid of him, 
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which the Apoſtle Paul ſaid of himſelf, while 
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ther, a ſympathiſing Friend, Courteous and 


Parts, love for Learning, and Condition in the 


he was deſervedly acceptable to every 3 
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at the Feet of Gamaliel, that he profited above Gal. 1. 14. 

many his equals in Tears; ſo that he enter'd upon 

the Work of the Miniſtry as 4 Scribe throughly Mat. 13. 
inſtructed unto the Kingdom of Heaven, able to 52. 
bring forth out of his Treaſure Things New and 

Old. And with this large Stock of Learning 

he had the Happineſs of a clear Judgment, a 

lively Fancy, a tenacious Memory, with an 
agreeable Elocution, and all theſe adorned by 

real Grace; a Felicity ſeldom to be met with 

in any one Perſon. 

And tho his Knowledge was ſo great and ex- 
tenſive, yet it did not puff him up; but as far 
as he was above others in Learning, he was 
below moſt in Humility. Some Men know 
much, but they know it too much ; but he was 
meek and lowly, like his Maſter. In his vari- 
ous Relations, either Natural, or Providential, 
there appear'd every Thing commendable and 
praiſe-worthy ; for he was a dutiful Son, an 
affectionate Husband, a tender and loving Bro- 


Affable to all that knew him. His Sermons 
were expreſs' d in lively Characters in his Con- 
verſation; through the whole Courſe whereof 
he was an Example to all, in Word, in Chari- 
ty, in Spirit, Faith, and Purity. While he con- 
tinued in the more private Capacity of a Tutor 
to that young Gentleman, whoſe excellent natural 


World, all conſpire to give a moſt agreeable Pro- 
ſpect of his being eminently ſerviceable for his 
God, and his Country, in the Sphere where 
Providence may place him; in that Relation 
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that honourable Family, where his Memory will 
be always precious. Ly 

In his Preaching, his Doctrine was Truth ac- 
cording to Godlineſs, He was far from any vile 
and ſordid Views of proftituting Preaching to his 
Profit, or to acquire any ſecular Advantage, 
And tho* Temptations were not wanting to 
draw him from the Intereſt he had eſpouſed; 
yet he had too great a Zeal and Affection for the 
Truth as it is in Feſus, to deſert thoſe whom he 


thought the ſincere Lovers, and faithful Aſſer- 


tors of it, tho under many Diſcouragements, 
to. embody with thoſe, many of whom give 
too great evidence of their Enmity to the Pow- 
er of Godlineſs, Nor did he feed his Hear- 
ers with-intricate Diſputes, impertinent Subtle- 
ties, or uſeleſs Niceties ; but with the Bread of 
Life, and thoſe Truths which have the moſt 
inſeparable Connexion with eternal Life and 
Happineſs, 

You of this Congregation have evidenc'd 
your ſelves both judicious Perſons, and diſcern- 
ing Chriſtians, in that unanimous Choice you 
made of him for your Miniſter. But, Oh! frail, 
frail Life of Man ! One poſſeſsd with ſo much 
Grace and Learning, adorn'd with ſo great 
Modeſty, Humility, and Candor, is ſo ſudden- 


ly taken from us, before we had ſcarce Time 


to know his Worth! The Death of ſo valuable 
a Perſon is not only a loſs to his Family, to all 
his Relations, to his intimate Friends and Ac- 
quaintance, who enjoy'd his Converſation with 
Pleaſure, and now can't but reflect upon the 
want of it with Sorrow, and to this Congre- 
gation in particular; but even to the Church- 


es of Chriſt, and World in general. But 
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But that our Grief may not make too deep an ö 
Impreſſion upon us, we ought to conſider is the j 
i Lord's doing; and that according to my Text, g 


! He taketh' away, who can hinder him? Who will 
; ſay unto him, What doeſt thou? Let us therefore 
rather pray the Lord of the Harveſt, that he 
will qualify, and ſend forth many ſuch Labour- 
ers into his Churches; for the reſidue of the + j 
Spirit is with him. O that all of us ſurviving 
Miniſters, eſpecially thoſe who are young, may | 
be awakened to a more ſerious, and diligent 
Perſeverance in that Work wherein we are 
engag'd! It was with a proſpect of being more 
: uſeful in his Maſter's Service, that our deceas'd 

Brother deſired, with Submiſſion, to have had his 

Life continued ; but having finiſh'd the Work 


I unto which he was appointed, and in which he ſo 
much delighted, he calmly, and freely ſurren- 
| der'd to the Summons of his Lord, leaving us to 
bewail our Loſs, while he is gone to enjoy thoſe 
| Rivers of everlaſting Pleaſures, May this, I 


ſay, awaken all of us who are employed in the 
| fame Work, to be more laborious for the good 
. of Souls; that whenever our Lord ſhall call us, 
we may hear that joyful Sentence, Well done 
good und faithful Servant. And may it hkewiſe 
excite Hearers to make better Improvement of 


the Prize put into their Hands, that whatever 
be the Diſcouragements which attend young Mi- 
| niſters from the Men of this World, they may 
; never complain of Slights or Wounds receiv'd 
in the Houſe of their Friends. But let ſuch 
much rather give their Preachers a ſhare in their 


Prayers, that when God removes the aged and 
gray- headed, a double Portion of their Spirit 
may 


A Funeral Sermon on 
may reſt on thoſe who are to ſucceed them, to 
ſupport the Intereſt of Chriſt in this part of the 
World. If 8 

By this Account of the Loſs we ſuſtain in him 
who is taken from us, twill now appear how 
needful ' tis to aſſiſt thoſe who are concerned in 

this, or ſuch like Affli ᷑ions, with ſome Coun. 

Job 4. 4, ſel and Directions for their ſupport. I know tis 

” more eaſy to give Advice to others, than to pra- 
Etice it our ſelves. They who ſtand on the ſhore 
will readily direct thoſe who are in the Storm, 
how they ſhou'd ſteer their Courſe ; but are ſoon 
ata loſs, when it comes to be their own Caſe. 
However, as to him who is in Affliction Pity ſhou'd 
be ſhown ; ſo to thoſe who are overwhelm'd with 
Sorrow ſome Advice may be given, which may 
help to ſupport them under it. 

The Directions I ſhall at preſent offer, are 
theſe following. | „„ x 

1. Often call to remembrance what Chriſt en- 

dured, and that thro? his Sufferings ours are ſan- 


Mat. 26. &;fied. Behold his ſinleſs Soul ſurrounded with 


8. 5 b 5 
Mark 14. Grief! His Sorrows, Anxiety, and Agonies were 
33. ſo great, that Tears were not ſufficient Eviden- 


ces of what he ſuffered; nor could the Sorrows 

g of his Heart be vented at his Eyes, but the in- 
numerable Pores of his Body muſt ſpeak the 

anguiſh of his Spirit. But there are two Things 
eſpecially to be conſider'd in all he ſuffered: One 

| is, that he was not diſpirited, but maintain'd his 
Mat. 26. Truft in God. Father, ſays he, f it be poſſible 
_ let this Cup paſs from me: Thou art my Father 
tho? I thus ſuffer. And in his darkeſt Deſertion 
=—27.46-he pleads his Relation to God; Ay God, My 
God, why haſt thou forſaken me, Nay, when * 

0 the 
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ſurance of his Exaltation: Thou wilt 


the very Jaws of Death he ſpeaks with full Af. 
Path of Life. The other Thing to + 


: 


that by them ours are fanftified to us, if we are 


his Members. He hath born the Curſe, and ta- 


ken away the Sting of our Afflictions. It is on- 
ly if need be, that we are in Heavineſs ; and it is 
always in faithfulneſs, and with deſigns of Love 
that he lays the Rod upon us. As the brazen 
Serpent had the ſhape of a poiſonous one, 
but not the Venom; fo, altho* the Croſſes of 


the Rightous are the ſame to Senſe and Feel- 
ing with thoſe of the ungodly, yet theywere 
free from that Wrath and Curie which are the 
bitter Ingredients in the Cup of Sinners. And, 


as e Moſes, by caſting in the Tree, ſweetned the 
Waters of eHarab; fo by often viewing the 
Croſs, or Sufferings of Chriſt, ours loſe their 
bitterneſs, and we are both encouraged and en- 
abled to truſt in God. 7” 
2. Conſider, in the Day of Adverſity, what you 
have by Sin deſerved, A ſerious Examination 
of our Hearts and Lives wou'd foon convince 
us, that our Sufferings are infinitely below the 


deſert of our Sins. Shall 4 living Man com- Lam. 3. 


plain? As the opening a Vein in ſome other Part 39: 


of the Body, doth often ſtop a Flux of Blood by 


Revulſion; ſo the turning the Stream of our Sor- 


rows, from our Sufferings to our Sins, is the way 


to abate the Tide of our Griefs, For when we 
confider that we are guilty Sinners, wretched 


Creatures, and worthleſs Rebels, *twill melt our 
Hearts into godly Sorrow and Shame for our 
Sins. And bleſſed are they who thus mourn, 
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ed in Chriſt's Sufferings is, as was ſaid before, 
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for they are the Objects of God's moſt tender 
Compaſſion. In thus ſorrowing for Sin there is 

Light in Darkneſs, Health in Bitterneſs, Joy 
in Sadneſs, and a way is made for Divine Conſo- 
lations. A relenting and mourning Ephraim is 
treated as a dear Son; and the great Comforter 
loves to viſit ſuch Mourners. 


3. Whatever we have or enjoy, let us look 


upon it, as that which will be removed. Tho? 
we are not to fill our Hearts with tormenting 
Fears and perplexing Apprehenſions of future 
As. 51.12. Dangers, like thoſe who feared continually every 
Day, becauſe of the fury of the Oppreſſor, as if he 
were ready to deſtroy; yet by ſaying in our Pro- 
ſperity with Job, I ſhall die in my Neſt, or like 
David, I ſhall never be moved, and ſo forgetting 
the fading Nature of all earthly Delights, we 
lay our ſelves open to the greateſt Anxiety when 


Providence parts us and our Comforts, There. 


fore while we have them, we ſhould enjoy them, 
as if we enjoy d them not; rejoyce in them, as 
if we rejoyc'd not; and thus behaving our ſelves 
as a Child, that is weaned of its Mother, when 
they are taken from us, we ſhall weep, as if we 
wept not. Conſider that at! Fleſh is Graſs, and 
the goodlineſs thereof is as the Flower of the Field; 
that which is now the delight of our Hearts, the 


Joy of our Eyes, the Glory of our Families, may 


ſoon become our greateſt Grief; thoſe Mercies 
Which have yielded the ſweeteſt Satisfaction in 
the Enjoyment, give us the greateſt Pain at part- 
ing. Pis therefore our Wiſdom often to conſi. 
der, while we poſſeſs them, that there muſt cer- 
tainly, and may be ſuddenly, a Separation be- 
Ween ur and theme e = 
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4. Ben in Prayer by Faith, in the Name of 

your Redeemer. 1s any afflicted? let him pray; Jam. 5. 
for God will regard the Prayer of the Deftitute, ; · 

By this we disburden our oppreſſed Spirits, and 

by pouring out our Hearts before him, we take 

the ready way to experience our heavenly Fa- 
ther's Compaſſion. T is our Saviour's Promiſe, 
Whatfoever you ask, in his Name, believing, you 

ſhall receive, As Faith is always limited by God's 
Word, ſo it can importunately plead for the 
Performance of what is promiſed. Ask Wiſ⸗ 

dom therefore, that you may know ' how to 

walk in the Furnace of Afflickion ; left while 

you aft the part of affectionate Friends, you 
forget the Duty you owe to your Redeemer, as 
Chriſtians. Pray that Patience may have its per- 

fect Work,that you may not e the Hand 


of God; yea beg an Increaſe Faith, that you 
may ſee beyond your preſent Clouds, to that e- 
verlaſting Harbour of Reſt, from whence you 
Mall never put out to Sea any more. And 
humbly beg his ſpecial Preſence, who hath ſaid, 
I will never leave thee, nor ſorſake thee X. Heb. 13. 
5. If you would maintain a ſuitable Frame of 5: 
Spirit under Affliction, live on God in Chriſt as 
your Portion. We are apt to depend on Crea- 
ture Comforts, and as all things on Earth are 
periſhing, and will fail us when we moſt need 
'em, we are ſhocked at the Diſappointment ; 
like the Troops of Tema, who were confounded, be- Job 5: 20. 
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* Ou h, a8 ave, ud" 's mi os ZN . The Nega- 
tives in the Greek are multiplied, by which, according to 
the Idiom of that Language, the Denial is ſtrengthened, and 
the promiſed Good the more confirmed, | | 
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cauſe they had hoped + they came thit her, and were 
aſhan 7 But they — in him ſhall never 
e confounded ;, for when all Creature Comforts 
are gone, their Portion is yet remaining. He is 
a fuitable, ſufficient, and ſatisfying Portion; e- 
very way ſuited to our immortal Spirit, ſuffici- 
ent to ſupply all its Wants, and to fatisfy all its 
Deſires, without any Diminution to his Trea- 
es, Whatever be our Condition, we may 
by Faith either aſcend to Heaven, or our God 
knows how to ſend down Heaven into us. In 


Pal. 94. the Aultitude of my Thoughts within me, thy Com- 


19. forts delight my Soul, ſays the Pſalmiſts. Say then 
Pſal. 142, with the ſame royal Prophet, Thou art my Portion, 
5. O Lord, in the Land of the Living: Or rather, 
Pſal 73. Whem have I in Heaven but thee ? and there is none 


235, 26. pon Earth I deſire beſides thee : My Fleſh and Heart 


faileth, but God it he Strength of my Heart, and 
Portion for ever. 

6. In the laſt place, Often cal} to Remem- 
brance both the Goodneſs, and Greatneſs of 
God : his Goodneſs, to ſupport your Truft and 
Confidence in him; his Greatneſs, to maintain 
a becoming Awe and Reverence, left your 
Hearts ſhould murmur or repine at his Diſpen- 
ſations : the one is a Ground for the Anchor of 
Hope, the other a proper Remedy againſt Pride, 
Look not therefore only on that. which is awful 
in him, but likewiſe on that which is amiable, 
Hath he not given us more and greater Mercies, 
than he can takefrom us ? Hath he not given his 
own Sof, the Price of our Redemption, and in 
him bleft us with all ſpiritual Bleſſings? What is 


it then he can take from us, which can be com- 


par'd,or laid in the Balance, with this oor 
= able 
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able Gift of Chriſt Feſus * And further, conſider 
the many other Mercies, which together with 
him, he hath freely given us; but then reflect 
alſo upon his glorious Greatneſs, that when tu- 
multuous Thoughts raiſe a Storm in your Bo- 
ſom, this may reduce them to a Calm. From 

this you may argue, Shall not his Excellency make Job 13. 
me afraid? Doth the generous Lion ſpare the 11. 
proftrate Prey, but tear the oppoſing Adverſary ; 

| and ſhall not the Dread of the Divine Maje 

fall upon me? or ſhall I enter the Lifts wit 

| the Almighty ? When Paul ſaw Chriſt in his | 

Glory, whom he ignorantly oppoſed, trembling Ads g. 6. 

, and aſtoniſhed, he ſaid, Lord, what wilt thou have 

| me to do? And the way that God took to cure 

ö Fob of all his paſſionate Complaints, and to re- 

; 

; 


— 


duce him to a ſilent Submiſſion, was not by 
heightening his impatient Expreſſions, but by a 
bright Diſcovery of his awful and glorious Ma- 


- jeſty. Then he cries out, Behold J am vile, Job. 40. 
f what ſhall I anſwer thee ? I will lay my Hand upon 4+ 

1 my Mouth, Nom mine Eye-ſeeth thee, wherefore J Chap. 42. 
n abhor my ſelf, and repent in Duft and Aſhes, 5, 

r Wherefore as God's Mercy and Goodneſs pre- 

- vents us from ſinking under our Sorrows ; fo 

f his glorious Greatneſs will guard our Spirits 

. from contending wit him, when we conſider, 

ll He taketh away, who can hinder him ? wha will 

., ſay unto him, What doe ſt thou? 
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